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taneous defensive operations in the West, implied, as a matter of course, a long war, and was, therefore, rejected by Count von Schlieffen.
When there was no longer any doubt as to the attitude of France and Belgium, Count von Schlieffen's scheme was carried into execution.
As to how far General von Moltke conferred with the Imperial Chancellor, von Bethmann, on the question of a march through Belgium I do not know. In any case, no such negotiations were ever conducted through my department, as it was not a matter with which it was concerned. Whether the Deputy Chiefs of Staff had been consulted is also quite unknown to me. We were all convinced of the soundness of this plan. Nobody believed in Belgium's neutrality.
In our unfavourable military-political position in the centre of Europe, surrounded by enemies, we had to reckon with foes greatly superior in numbers and prepare ourselves accordingly, if we did not wish to allow ourselves to be crushed. It was well known how Russia pressed for war and continually increased her army. She was intent on humbling Austria-Hungary once and for all, and becoming mistress of the Balkans. In France the thought of revenge had revived with renewed vigour ; the old German Reichsland was to become French again. Among many other events in France, the reinstatement of the three years' compulsory service left no doubt of that country's intentions. England contemplated our economic ascendancy, our cheap labour and our restless industry with distinct uneasiness. Moreover, Germany was the greatest land power in Europe, and at the same time had a good fleet in course of expansion. This is what made England fear for her world hegemony. The Anglo-Saxon felt his ancient supremacy threatened. The English Government concentrated its fleet, which had had its base of operations until recently in the Mediterranean, in the North Sea and English Channel. Lloyd George's menacing speech on July 2ist, 1911, threw a vivid and sudden light on England's intentions which had hitherto been concealed with great skill. It became increasingly certain that war would be
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